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SUBJECT: V-E CELEBRATIONS 

1 . YOU SHOULD CONVEY THE FOLLOWING RESPONSE EROM PRESI- 
DENT FORD TO THE INVITATION BY CHAIRMAN PODGORNY TO SEND 
A DELEGATION TO TAKE PART IN THE MOSCOW CELEBRATIONS. 

BEGIN TEXT: DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER 
OF MARCH 20, 1975, INVITING THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO SEND A DELEGATION TO TAKE PART IN SOVIET OBSERVATIONS 
MARKING THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE RESTORATION OF PEACE 
IN EUROPE. 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE THE DEEPEST RESPECT EOR THE 
CONTRIBUTIONS AND SACRIEICES MADE BY THE SOVIET UNION IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 096943 

THE COURSE OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR. OUR COUNTRIES 
EXPERIENCED THE AGONIES OF WAR AS ALLIES. THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF OUR WARTIME COOPERATION IS ANOTHER REMINDER OE THE NEED 
TO WORK TOGETHER TO MAINTAIN THE PEACE. IT IS IN THIS 
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SPIRIT THAT I AM PLEASED TO ACCEPT YOUR INVITATION TO 

SEND A DELEGATION TO THE MOSCOW COMMEMORATIVE CEREMONIES. 

I HAVE ASKED ONE OF OUR MOST DISTINGUISHED AMERICANS, 

W. AVER ELI. HARRIMAN, TO LEAD THE U.S. DELEGATION. HIS 

LONG CONNECTION WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND HIS WARTIME 
SERVICE IN MOSCOW AS OUR AMBASSADOR SYMBOLIZE THE SIGNI- 
EICANCE OE THIS ANNIVERSARY. 

I SHARE YOUR BELIEE THAT OUR PARTICIPATION IN THESE COM- 
MEMORATIVE CEREMONIES WILL CONTRIBUTE FURTHER TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN OUR COUNTRIES. 

SINCERELY, GERALD R. EORD 

HIS EXCELLENCY, N. PODGORNY, CHAIRMAN OF THE PRESIDIUM 
OE THE USSR SUPREME SOVIET, MOSCOW. 

APRIL 23, 1975. END TEXT. KISSINGER 

LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 


« END OE DOCUMENT » 
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